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Foreword

The "Borderless Cloud” short stories collection was published
to share the findings of the socio-economic lives of people living in
Myanmar-China border area. Indeed, the border line is the
geographic boundary that was established by the state, so that the
social entities and sovereign territories were created. However,
states' physical demarcation of borders oftentimes doesn't suffice
to understand the border communities' social, cultural and
livelihood interactions and transactions. To get understand this
context, the research team from the Enlightened Myanmar
Research Foundation (EMReF) visited Myitkyina, Lweje, Mai Ja
Yang, Kan Pite Tee, Hpe Maw, Gan Phan in Kachin State and Pian
Ma, Zhang Feng, and La Ying from China from January to March,
2019 and collected the life stories of the local residents. Besides
the detail research findings report, this short stories collection
book was published to reach a wider general audience from the
different fields in an accessible language. This is one of the initiatives
of EMReF for the arts creation in research. In this short stories
collection book, there are three life stories which were created
based on true facts and own narratives of three people from Lweje,
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Mai Ja Yang and Hpe Maw.

The first story “Thin Cloud” features about the hidden reason
of a guy from the car rental service, who came from Yangon, but
settled down in Lweje to get revenge on a liar. The second story
“Lovely Rope” explains about the struggles of a single mother who
is selling snacks in Mai Ja Yang. The last one, “Gray after Green,
Dull after Gray” tells the story of a girl who is suffering from a
chronic disease and also losing the future. Giving a respect to the
privacy of the respondents, the names of characters in the stories
were changed.

For these stories, the author would like to express sincere
thanks to the research team, Saya Nhkum Lazing Zau Seng (ILAS),
Sayama Mary Tawn (WPN), the responsible persons from N Khaung
Par and Parka Htawng camps, Saya U Khaw Teit and the team from
Hpe Maw Baptist Church, Htoi Gender and Development Foundation,
the interpreters, all our respondents, the UK Department for
International Development (DFID) as our funding agency, and the
program support team of EMReF,

Aye Lei Tun@ Thawda Aye Lei
Senior Research Manager/ Author

Enlightened Myanmar Research Foundation (EMReF)
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